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Tuos E who contend that nothing leſs can 
© juſtify ſubſcription to the Thirty- nine articles than the 
actual belief of each and every ſeparate propoſition they 
contain, muſt ſuppoſe that the legiſlature expected the 
conſent of ten thouſand men, and that in perpetual ſuc- 
ceſſion, not to one controverted propoſition, but to 
many hundreds, It is hard to be conceived how this 
could be expected by any who obſerved the incurable 
diverſity of human opinion upon all ſubjects ſhort of 
demonſtration.” | 8 
© If the authors of the law did not intend this, what 
did they intend ? They intended to exclude from offices 
in the church, 1. All abettors of popery, 2. Ana- 
baptiſts, who were at chat time a powerful party on the 
Continent. 3. The Puritans, who were hoſtile to the + 
epiſcopal conſtitution z and, in general, the leading 
members of ſuch ſects or foreign eſtabliſhments as 
threatened to overthrow our own.” {38 
* Whoever finds himſelf compre 9 | 
© deſcriptions ought not to ſubſcribe FSH 

PALEY's Je 

Let us entreat that we may no longer 
c articles that aggrieve ourſelves: though we have no 
& objection to the ſubſcribing ſuch a reaſonable form as 
c ſhall be thought neceſſary to fecure a Proteſtant church 
c againſt it's being committed to the care of a Papiſt or 
C Unbeliever. 

« Or, if this be too great a happineſs to be thought 
ce attainable, let us truſt that we ſhall at leaſt get re- 
„ moved that Form of Subſcription which, in its preſent 
« ſtate, requires ſuch a latitude in a ſolemn act as no 
« honeſt man would allow himſelf to uſe on any other 


& contract, however trifling.” 
WoLLASTON's Addreſs to the Clergy, 1772. 
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THE EDITOR TO THE READER. : 


17 
READER, 


I: is a thing open and evident to 
all ſerious and capable obſervers of the moral and 
religious ſtate of this kingdom, that, in point of 
the long wiſhed for and much ſolicited removal of 
ſubſcription and conformity to human creeds and 
articles of faith, we have been in a retrograde ſtate, 
fince the days of venerable Hoadley, and through . 
the whole of the preſent! reign; though the ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch a reformation has never been equally 
held forth, and more generally allowed in any 
time. | 

Not unconnected with this fact is the remark of 
a prelate“, very lately deceaſed, himſelf not averſe 
to have become a reformer in theſe reſpects; that, 
© at a period hike the preſent, when revelation 
© had been cleared and freed from many things 
that diſguiſed and defaced it, and ſhewn to be 
© entirely rational, and worthy of the Divine Being, 
© the number of unbelievers ſhould be increaſed, 
* and eee | 
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Amidſt other aſſignable cauſes, to none more 
may we aſcribe this very general infidelity, eſ- 
pecially in the upper and opulent ranks of life, 
than to the forbidding aſpe& which the goſpel 
wears in our creeds and articles, which are taken 
for the very teachings of Jeſus himſelf and his 
apoſtles, though two greater diſparates cannot be, 
eſpecially with regard to- the magna moralia, as my. 
Lord Bacon calls them, the leading points of moral 
practice; and thus the divine W is unworthily 
aſperſed and rejectet. 

Moſt ardently therefore is it to bn deſired nk 


# 


| ſought for, that theſe obſtacles to the reception 
of it may be removed; and that ſuch multitudes 


in all chriſtian countries, and in our own, may not 
thereby be turned away from the means of virtuous 
improvement for a future ſtate of being, with 
which their benevolent Creator hath furniſhed 
them. | 

But there is a grievance e and diſtreſs of ar. 
kind, which is felt by the, conſcientious, miniſter 
of the eſtabliſhed church, from the proſtrate, un- 
reformed ſtate of things among us. Entering into 
the miniſtry with the moſt upright views of ſerving 


the immortal intereſts of his fellow-creatures, 


and approving at firſt the terms on which he is 
admitted to his office, in ſearching the ſcriptures 
afterwards, he finds it difficult to reconcile many 


things required of him with his growing convic- 
, tions; 


(+ 1 


tions; yet is unwilling, thinks it not right, to quit 
a function, in which he experiences himſelf capa- 
ble of being of ſome benefit to others, and not 
knowing in what other way to lav out the talent 
committed to him, he is conſtrataed to become, in 
the beſt manner he can, his own interpreter and 
expoſitor of the doctrines preſcribed to him, ſo 
as to go on in his work with ſome degree of ſelf- 
approbation. Many worthy names, living and 
dead, might be mentioned, who have thus quieted 
their minds in theſe anxious ſituations, which are 
daily becoming more frequent. How the affect- 
ing inſtance of a perſon wholly: unknown, of this 
deſcription, fell in my way, and is now offered to 
the public, the following extract of the letter that 
accompanied it will. ſatisfy the W a wth a 
Proper intteductioan do K ern | 


A 4 . 1 


— . b 4 


55 ' January 29, 1789. 
TO. Wir you read this. letter — | u and 
6 admit one, to whoſe perſon, and name vou are 
: altogether a ſtranger, — . — to break vpcn 
© you with a freedom, - perhaps only to be autho- 
riſed by a babit of the utmoſt intimacy ? My 
* ſituation in life is an humble one, that of a cu- 
© rate of the eſtabliſhed church, with a very nu- 
* merous,. growing family —. It is. poſſible 
that I may be appointed to the important office 
« of preaching the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt to a pa- 
« riſh of conſiderable extent. I muſt of courſe 
6 ſubſcribe 
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WAL 
ſubſcribe to the 39 articles, and make a decla- 
ration which I ſhall utter with a trembling voice. 
Yet to what ſhould I have recourſe — ? 


I fly for ſuccour to the arguments of the excel- 


lent Blackburne, in the preface to his charges 


————, The other profeſſions it is too late 


for me to attempt. Trade my habits forbid me 
to undertake. I muſt then fall into an uſeleſs in- 
active courſe of life, which would induce a ſtate 
of ſpiritleſs dejection. At, preſent my humble 


* efforts, as a miniſter, have been generally ac- 


bo 
o 
6 
< 
4 


ceptable; and the natural conſequence of a firm 
belief in Chriſtianity has given me a degree of 
eſtimation calculated ro enforce the doctrines I 
urge in public and in private, I am in the 


* hands of a God of mercy. In my ſermons, 


though not many years ſince inclined to be zea. 
lous for what is called orthodoxy, I now keep 
to the purity of the goſpel; and, avoiding all 
controverſial terms, I take the paſſage from the. 
epiſtle to Titus, ii. 11, 14. as the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of religious inſtruction. Never will I of- 
fend my conſcience ſo far as to ſpeak from the 
pulpit what I do not myſelf believe to be true, 
That the goſpel of Jeſus may avail to the moſt 
glorious edification, even fettered as it is by the 


eſtabliſhment, I have ſeen in ſome villages, 


where the paſtors have imbibed the earlieſt at- 
tachment to the tenets of the church. In a town 


the cafe is different; and there infidelity, I am 
afraid, 


6 


* afraid, is the almoſt general conſequence, — 
Might not good ariſe then for ſome rational be- 
* lievers to continue in the miniſtry, who, by 
-< dwelling on the evidences of their faith, and 
pointing out the natural effect of a firm perſua- 
* ſion of the truth; in ſnort, by true evangelical 
preaching may ſave thoſe that hear them, and I 
© truſt obtain ſalvation. for themſclyes from the in- 
* finite mercy of their heavenly Father? Suffer 
the defence to work as far as it will reach. 
But to the cauſe of my offering you this pacqet: 
Let me beg of you to read the encloſed expoſi- 
tion „but without permitting it to place 
* the writer in too favourable a point of view. 
Will the publication of it anſwer any one good 
* end? If my conduct be every way unjuſtifiable, 
_ © ir certainly will not. If otherwiſe, may I beg 
© of you to take the trouble of handing it to the 

* preſs, and ordering a few copies to be printed, 
"Re. 

Tux author had prefixed a particular addreſs to 
ſome reſpectable names of his eccleſiaſtical ſupe- 
riors, with whom he was in ſome degree connected. 
or whoſe general character he held in eſteem; in 
which he acquaints them with the deſign of his pub- 
lication. The former part of this, the editor hath 
judged it more fitting to drop; but could not 
excuſe or juſtify himſelf in ſuppreſſing or ſecreting 
what follows, in the concluſion, from the eyes of 
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the ſerious * public, who will be much moved 
with it; and he truſts, that the governors of the 


church, whom it deeply concerns, will not view it 
with indifference and neglect. 


FAREWELL. 


* That there are gentlemen of the laiety in the kingdom, 
and of the eſtabliſhed church; who are convinced of the truth 
of our religion, and zealous for the purity of its profeſſion, is 
cvident from many tokens, in the midft of the general igno- 
rance, and indiſpoſition to it. This appeared very particularly 
the laſt year, in a pamphlet, which plainly beſpoke itſelf to 
come from one who had much confidered the ſubject, and was 
deeply intereſted in it. The title was HinTs, &c. ſubmitted 
to the attention of the clergy, nobility, and gentry, new! 
* affociated, by a layman, a true friend to the conſtitution in 
* church and ſtate, London: printed for Rivington, Dilly, 
&c, 1788. 


To 


To the BISHOPS of, &c, &c. 


— | 
— 


— — 
— — 
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Duxern me then to lay before you the only ſenſe 
in which one who hath for ſeveral years been a 
miniſter, who hath a large family to educate and 
ſet forward in the world, yet whoſe diſpoſition 
hath never been conſidered as mercenary and ſelfiſh, 
can in future ſubſcribe to the thirty-nine articles, 
In ſome I have explained away the ſenſe of the 
compiler, more than is authorized by the example 
of the great and good Biſhop Burnet; but ſurely 
not in all, as the explication which he evidently 
allows to the ſeventeenth can ſcarcely be accom- 


modated to the words of the original. If by per- 


ſuading others, who ſuffer what I have done upon 
the awful ſubject, to retain their uſefulneſs in the 
world, by continuing to officiate in the church of 


England, confeſſedly imperfe& as it is, and to 


fulfil the important duties of a pariſh prieſt (no 
B 2 diſhoneſt 
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6 
diſhoneſt wiſh, I humbly hope;) and ſtill more, 
if I may be ſuffered to indulge a hope that the 
conſcientious ſtruggles of one, who is a chriſtian 
after ſearching diligently into the evidences of his 
faith, and who is perſuaded that many among his 
brethren labour under the ſame difficulties with 
himſelf, will excite the compaſſion of his ſuperiors, 
and induce them to lend their aid, that theſe 
ſtumbling blocks of human introduction may ef- 
fectually be removed, my intention in giving this 


little book to the public (in the latter view, beyond 


compariſon the moſt deſirable), will be gloriouſly 
anſwered. 


To the GOD of MERCY I commend myſelf 


and it. 


ARTICLE 


( 13 ) 


ARTICLE I. 


% THrRE is but one living and true God, ever- 
5 laſting, without body, parts, or paſſions; of 
infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs; the 
* maker and preſerver of all things, both viſible 


and inviſible,” This one great and glorious 


g, the Father of all his rational creatures, 
decreed from all eternity that he would more eſ- 
pecially, in a figurative ſenſe be the Father of the 
chriſtian world; that he would alſo endue with 
divine power and wiſdom, with a participation as 


Being 


it were of his godhead and ſubſtance, or divine 


nature, a Man, who, in the Scripture language, 
on account of his miraculous conception and un- 


limited endowments of the Spirit, by way of 


eminence and diſtinction, is called the Son of God; 
and, thirdly, that he would impart to the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, and to their immediate followers, 
the gift of prophecy and of working many and 
ſtupendous miracles, which, in the New Teſtament 
is termed the Holy Spirit, as in the Old it is ſtyled 
the Spirit or breath of God, 


ARTICLE II. 


&« THE Son, which is the Word,” or wiſdom, 
© of the Father,” or who was endued by the Father 
with divine wiſdom, decreed by the Almighty 
from everlaſting to appear as the repreſentative of 
the very and eternal God, was ſupernaturally conceived 
in the womb of a virgin; and thus the divine attri- 
butes of power and wiſdom were joined with the 
human nature, and united in the perion of the 
Lord Chrift, who, by virtue of his miraculous 
conception, ſupernatural endowments, and moſt 
important office, was truly a divine being, as well 
as a man; who ſuffered, not in appearance, as 
ſome ancient viſionaries ſuppoſed, but in reality; 
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who was crucified, dead, and buried, that he might 
ſupply us with the moſt efficacious motives to 
obey his righteous laws, and thus qualify us for 
the mercy of his and our heavenly Father, and, to 
effect this infinitely gracious purpoſe, he ſurren- 
dered up his life a figurative ſacrifice to God for us, - 
that by giving the fulleſt proof of a future ſtate of 
retribution, he might not only influence us to con- 
fine our natural paſſions and appetites within the 
boundaries of rectitude, But alſo incite men to true 
and perfect repentance for ſins actually committed. 


ARTICLE III. 


& As Chriſt died for us, and was buried, fo 
& alſo is it to be believed that he” continued for 
ſome time in the ſtate of the dead. 


ARTICLE w. 


© CHRIST did truly riſe again from death, and” 
appeared again in © his body, with fleſh, bones, 
*« and all things appertaining to the perfection of 
* man's nature, wherewith” in the prefence of 
his diſciples he was taken up, a cloud receiving 
him out of their ſight; and his mortal body being 
changed to a glorified body, he © aſcended into 
< heaven, and there” abideth in a highly exalted 
ſtate, © until he return to judge all men at the laſt 
Cs day.” ; 


ARTICEHE: V. 


«© TRE Holy Ghoſt,” or Divine Spirit, or 
efficacious Power of God * proceeding from the 
« Father, and” through the appointment of the 
Supreme Being, promiſed to the firſt chriſtians, 
and imparted by ** the Son, is“ the glorious power 
of the Father's ſubſtance, or nature, and was made 
moſt evident to the human race in the works, and 


wiſdom of our Lord, the Son of God, and is truly 


and 


E 


and from everlaſting Divine, or à property of the 
one eternal Gd. 


ARTICLE VI. 
A coMPLETE rule of Faith. 


ART FOE E VIE 
TE old Teſtament is not contrary to the 
« new; for, both in the old and new Teſtament, 
<< everlaſting life is offered to mankind by“ the 
prophecies concerning Chriſt in the old, and by 
his own promiſes and reſurrection in the new; 
* who is the only” perfect mediator between 
* God and Man, being both” the immediate re- 
preſentative of God by appointment and delegated 
power; and, as it were, Divine, by virtue of his 
miraculous conception, and “ being Man,” like 
unto his brethren, ſubject to all the infirmities of 
human nature, © Wherefore they are not to be 
« heard, &, e, &e," 


ARTICLE VIII. 


TE three Creeds, ——, ought thoroughly 
„to be received and believed, ſo far as they may 
& be proved by moſt certain warrants of holy Scrip- 
* ture,” To render this article conſiſtent with the 
ſixth, it ſhould ſeem neceſlary to underſtand it in 
this reſtrained ſenſe. Query. If this interpretation 
be altogether adverſe to the politiveneſs of the 
words, — Father of mercy! 


ARTICLE IX. 


ORIGINAL fin is not the mere following of 
Adam in tranſgreſſing a poſitive law of God, but 
is that corruption of the human race, by which 
man hath very far deviated from the original in- 
nocence of our firſt parents, and is become, as it 
were, naturally inclined to give too much way to 
appetite and paſſion, ſo 7 the fleſhly and ien 


4 principles 
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principles are too frequently at variance; and 


therefore no man is perfectly pure in the eyes of 
the God of Holineſs; and conſequently meriteth 
not his favour. And this natural infection ad- 
hereth even to ſincere chriſtians, by which the 
fleſhly principle is not altogether ſubject to the law 
of God. And though Mercy and Acceptance are 
promiſed, if we ſincerely endeavour to obey the 
laws of Chriſt, yet our frequent frailties are more 
than ſufficiently ſinful to keep us humble, and 
ſupplicants for pardon, 


ARTICLE X. 


Man, in a ſtate of nature, without other 
aſſiſtance and ſupport than the inferences of his 
own reaſon, without any certain direction from 
Heaven, experience ſhews us, 1s not equal to the 
knowledge of the complete duties of religion. 
Chriſtianity alone ſupplied us with the motives 
and ſanctions to improve our nature to the utmoſt, 
and this free gift of God is held forth to incite our 
moſt earneſt endeavours to live righteouſly, ſoberly, 
and godlily, to which we are alſo encouraged by 
the animating proſpect of divine aſſiſtance. 


AR TED EX. 


To be accounted righteous, or to be juſtified, 
in the true ſenſe of the texts through both the 
Teftaments, generally means to be received into 
a ftare of favour, We Chriſtians have received 
the bleſſing of God's revealed will, and his pro- 
mile of eternal happinels, not becauſe the works 
and delervings of our forefathers merited 1o inel- 
timable a favour, or that our own good deeds can 
ever entitle us to an eternity of happineſs; but the 
Goipel promiſe 1s the free gift of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt, who, by an unifo:m ſubmiſſion and 
obedience to the gracious deſign of his and our 
$-2venly F ather, merited the reward of being _ 

Old 


63170 

forth as the Saviour of the world from the power 
and puniſhment of fin. And this ſalvation is to 
be attained by ſuch a firm perſuaſion of the truth 
of his divine miſſion, as ſhall influence us to the 
utmoſt poſſible rectitude of conduct. *© For Chriſt 


came to purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
*« zealous of good works.” 


ARTICLE XI. 


Thnovof good works, which are the effects of 
religious principle, and the natural conſequence 
of a firm belief in the goſpel, cannot render us 
perfect in the ſight of God, or entitle us, inde- 
pendently of the divine mercy and goodneſs, to 
everlaſting happineſs; yet are they pleaſing and 
acceptable to God, as being conſonant to his com- 
mands delivered through Jeſus Chriſt, And ſo 
clearly do they ariſe from an influential perſuaſion 
of the great truths contained in the goſpel, that 
by them the principles of a true Chriſtian may be 
as evidently known, as a tree is diſcerned by the 
truit. 


ARI i 


Works done by our remote anceſtors. before 
the promulgation of the goſpel, or at this time 
by thoſe who are ignorant of 1ts important truths 
and efficacious principles, are not comparatively 
ſo acceptable to God; as they cannot be attended 
with that uniform incitement to right action, 
which ſprings from a knowledge and belief of 
Chriſtianity ; neither can they, independent of the 
Divine goodneſs, make men meet to receive the 
ineſtimable benefits promiſed to Chriſtians. Be- 
ſides, they may naturally be ſuppoſed to contain a 
much greater degree of imperfection than ſuch 
as are performed in compliance with the declared 
will of God. Bur ſtill we muſt ever bear in mind, 


that 
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that God is the Father of all men, and that he 
will judge the world in righteouſneſs; that every 
equitable allowance will be made for the effect of 
ignorance which is not voluntary; that as more 
will be expected from Chriſtians, in proportion to 
their ſuperior light, ſo to every man that worketh 
good, whether Heathen, Mahometan, Jew, or Chriſ- 
tian; glory, honour, and peace, will be propor- 
tionably imparted in the day, when God by Jeſus 
Chriſt will judge and adjuſt the inſcrutable moral 
circumſtances of the world; for he will render to 
every man according to his deeds. 


ARTIQCEE XIV. 


ARTICLE . 


% CuRISsT —— came to be the lamb without 
„ ſpat, who, by his exemplary facrifice of obe- 
dience and ſubmiſſion to his heavenly Father, both 
in his life and in his death, and alſo by his reſur- 


rection, which is a pattern and aſſurance of that 


reſurrection he hath promiſed to us, might ſupply 
the world with motives ſufficient to take away the 
power and puniſhment of ſin. 


lar XVI: 


«© Nor every dangerous (in, willingly commit- 
te ted after” our ſincere profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
is the unpardonable ** {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt” 
deſcribed by our Lord, and which was pecuhar io 
the unbelieving Jews of the firſt age, who blaſ- 
phemed his divine miracles. Wherefore that a 
Chriſtian, who hack fallen into fin, may afterwards 
repent and obtain forgiveneſs from his heavenly 
Judge, © is not to be denied,” After the fulleſt 
conviction of the truth ** we may depart” from 
the gracious terms of acceptance, and fall *. 

| 6s WM,- 


Cad :- 
« fin,” and by the ſuperintending providence of 
God we may riſe again, and amend our lives.“ : 


ARTICLE XVI. 


Taz goſpel-promiſe of eternal life was “ the 
«* everlaſting purpoſe of God; by which before 
Len the Fes: Sen of the world were laid, he de- 
c creed,” in his infcrutable wiſdom, to reveal his 
gracious intention, by Jeſus Chrift, gradually to 
the human race, who were thus ſupplied with the 
moſt powerful motive, namely, the promiſe of 
« everlaſting ſalvation,” to deliver them from the 
power and puniſhment of ſin. Therefore ſuch, as 
have already been made partakers of this ineſti- 
mable bleſſing, are become Chriſtians at the pe- 
riod which for them ſeemed moſt ſuitable to the 
divine wiſdom; through the divine aſſiſtance they 
ſincerely endeavour to obey Chriſt's commands; 
they become entitled to the glorious privileges 
proffered them by God of his own free benefi- 
cence; they ſucceed to the bleſſed appellation, 
formerly beſtowed on the Jews, but now imparted 
to all ſincere Chriſtians, of ſons of God; they re- 
verently tread in the ſteps of their Lord and Maſ- 
ter; © they walk religiouſly in good works, and 
at length, by God's mercy, they attain to ever- 
e laſting felicity.” 

As the religious conſideration of the Divine be- 
nevolence towards thoſe in particular, to whom 
the goſpel is revealed, © is full of comfort” to 
pious minds, ſuch as are ſenſible of the ſupport 
which the knowledge of thoſe ſanctions of mora- 
lity held forth in the goſpel, hath tended to eſta- 
bliſh, and are conſcious of thoſe encouragements 
to fervid gratitude and reliance upon God, which 
it hath conferred : “ fo, for curious and ſenſual 
<« perſons,” deſtitute of religious principle, and 


by evil habits fixed, as it were, in the RI 
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of fin, © to have continually before their eyes“ the 
judgment of God againſt ſuch evil courſes, if it 
do not rouze them from their torpid infatuation, it 
hath a contrary and moſt fatal effect, either 
plunging them“ into deſperation, or into wretch- 
<* edneſs of unclean living, no leſs perilous than 
* deſperation.” 

„ FuRTHERMORE we muſt receive God's pro- 
« mile in ſuch wiſe, as they be generally ſet forth 
to us in holy ſcripture.” 

N. B. The former part of this article muſt be 
rendered conſiſtent with the concluding caution ; 
and this difficult taſk I have attempted. | 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


THAT doctrine alſo is to be rejected which 
* preſumeth to ſay” that eternal life is truly prof- 
fered to mankind by any other religion beſide 
that which hath Chriſt for its author; or that the 
certain means of attaining it may be diſcovered 
by any other Jaw or ſect. For the ſcripture ex- 
preſsly aſſerteth that, as obedient diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, we have the only certain ſecurity of ob- 
taining the gift of everlaſting happinels. 


ART 10; . 
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AR TI CE . 


Tur church of England, or any Chriſtian ſo- 
ciety, hath power to decree ſuch rites and cere- 
monies, as accord with the apoitle's direction, that 
all things be done to edification, to order, and to 
peace; and it hath ©* authority ſo to expound one 
place of ſcripture, that it be not repugnant to 
* another. Wherefore - &c.“ 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLES XxI. XXII. 
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„AR TICUEE nm 


Ir is contrary to order and to peace for any man 
to take upon himſelf the office of a miniſter, be- 
fore he be called to execute the ſame, according 
to the rules of the ſociety to which he ſhall join 
himſelf. 


ARTICLE XXIV. 


A ( XZ 


*©* SACRAMENTS ordained of Chriſt are not 
only badges or tokens of Chriſtian men's pro- 
<« feſlion ; but rather they are,” as it were, hiſto- 
rical teſtimonies, and affecting ſymbols of the fa- 
vour and beneficence of God in the promulgation 
of the goſpel-covenant, and of his gracious. pro- 
miſes to. ſincere diſciples of his Son: by meditat- 
ing on which our hearts are ſo framed. that we 
are not only excited to, but“ ſtrengthened and 
confirmed“ in, religious obedience. 

THERE are two ſacraments, &c. &c. 


ARTICLE XXVI. 
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ARTICLE: XXVII. 


* BAPTISM is not only a ſign of profeſſion 
* and mark of difference whereby Chriſtian men 
are“ generally diſtinguiſhed from others, but, 
in the original form of adminiſtering the rite, it 
was a ſymbol of an entrance on a new life, (in op- 

poſition 
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poſition to the former ſtate of ignorant heathe- 
niſm) a life of holineſs and ſincere obedience to 
the laws of our Saviour. By fulfilling theſe terms 
alone we are now true members of Chriſt's 

church : to theſe only the promiſes of forgiveneſs 
of ſin, and of our adoption to be ſons of God, 

are annexed. And this our covenant was con- 
firmed to us at its promulgation by the miracles 
which proceeded from the Spirit, or power of God. 

By the continuance of this rite, which is a tranſ- 
mitted memorial of the truth of our religion, our 
faith is ſtrengthened, and the gracious means of 
ſalvation are promoted “ by virtue of prayer to 
God. The baptiſm of young children is retained 
by the church of England, as thought moſt “ a- 
« orecable with the inſtitution of Chriſt 4 


ARTICLE XXVII. 


« TRR Supper of the Lord is not anly a ſign of 

« the love that Chriſtians ought to have among 
„ themſelves, one to another,” but alſo is an 
atteſtation of our belief that eternal life was truly 
revealed by our Saviour, for an effectual ſanction 
of right conduct; who died and roſe again to con- 
firm the truth of his doctrine, and to redeem us 
from all iniquity. To ſuch, therefore, © as 
„ rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the 
„ ſame, the bread which we break is“ declaratory 
of our profeſſing ourſelves ſincere members of that 
religion, for the eſtabliſhment of which the Body of 
Chriſt was broken on the croſs; and likewiſe the 
Cup of Bleſſing we drink in remembrance of his 
Blood, which was ſhed for the ſame moſt bene- 
ficent purpoſe, 


TRANSUBSTANTIATION, &c. 


Taz doctrine of Chriſt, far the ſealing of which 
he ſubmitted to be ſlain, and his body to be 3 
2 4 
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fied, 15, in the figurative language of Scripture, 
eaten, and ſymbolically received in the Lord's 
ſupper. And this can only be received by the 
medium of faith, for he that cometh to God,” 
or to the great teacher ſent by God, mult believe 
«* that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
* ſeck him.” e THI 1 
ARTICLE XIX. 

Tux wicked and unbelievers, although they gut- 
wardly profeſs themſelves Chriſt's diſciples, 'by 
receiving bread and wine, the memorials of his 
body and blood; yet in no wife do they partake 
„ of” the promiſes which Chriſt engaged ſhould 
be fulfilled to his obedient ſervants; but rather, 
ce to their condemnation,”*..do- they hypocritically 
and profanely pollute: the moſt ſolemn rite of aus 
religion. 7 „ Tel 


ARTICLE XXX. 
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. ARTIC TEIA -. 
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TRE laſt offering of obedience to death once 
made by Chriſt, completed his part of the ſches 
formed by Divine benevolence, to furniſh mankind 
with motives for departing from iniquity, and with 
terms eaſy to be fulfilled for reconciling the God of 
Holineſs to his erring creatures of the human race, 
and on which he would be ſatisfied with their 
ſincere, though imperfe&, obedience, and would par- 
don the tranſmitted corruption and enormous 
ſinfulneſs which filled the world at the period when 
the goſpel was promulged. And there is no other 
ſcheme of reconciliation expreſſly revealed, but 
this alone, ** Wherefore, &c. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE e 


| Taar perſon, who, by open d of 
the © whole Chriſtian ſociety, to which he had 
& joined himſelf, is rightly cut off, &c, &c.” 
N. B. In the preſent ſtate of things, the right 
erde ner of this act is next to impoſſible. 


, 


ARTICLE: XXxIv. 
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N. B. Let the whols Church, TR as well as 
clergy, judge the ſuppoſed offender; not = 
clergy alone. 
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ARTICLE. LENS: 
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